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EUPHORBIA Linnea: Gen. Pl. 
Nui Syn. Gen. 22. 
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__ Evernorma PEPLus.“ SMALL GARDEN | SpURCE = 
DonDECANDRIA TRIGYNIA. | 
Hrrn® VASCULIFERZ FLORE TETRAPETALO ANOMALE. 


EUPHORBIA (Peplus) umbella trifida, dichotoma, involucellis ovatis, foliis integerrimis obovatis petiolatis. 


| Linn. Syſt. Vegetab. p. 375. 
TITHYMALUS folus 
vol. 2. p. 9. n. 1049. 


Fl. Suecic. 5 
rotundis, ſlipulis floralibus cordatis, obtuſis, petalis argute corniculatis. 


163. 
N Haller. hiſt. 


PEPLUS five Eſula rotunda. Baubin fin. 292. Parkinſon. Gerard. emac. 503. 


TITHYMALUS parvus annuus, 


foliis ſubrotundis non crenatis, Peplus dictus. 


Petty Spurge. Hudſon Fl. Angl. p. 182. | 


Rau Syn. p. 313. u. 9: 
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RADIX annua, lignoſa, ſimplex, fibroſa, albida. 

CAULIS, tubercctus, dodrantalis, teres, glaber, ramo- 
ſus, bal durior, tenuior, ſubruber, folioſus, 
lactifluus. 


RAMI pauci, ſparſi, inferioribus longioribus oppoſitis. 


UMBELLA trifida, dichotoma. | 
FOLIA obovata, petiolata, integerrima, ſparſa, obtuſius- 
cula, inferioribus ſubrotundis. 


STIP CLA umbelle tres, ovato- acutæ, petiolis brevibus 
inſidentes, umbellule alterne oppofitæ, ſeſſiles, 
cordato-Ovatæ, inæquales, integerrimæ, baſi 


ROOT annual woody, ſimple, fibrous and whitiſh. 
STALK generally upright, about nine inches high, 
round, ſmooth, and branched ; at bottom har- 
der, more ſlender, and of a reddith colour, leafy 
and milky. 

BRANCHES few, not growing in any regular order, 
the lower ones longeſt and oppoſite. 

UMBEL firſt trifid, then dichotomous. 

LEAVES ſomewhat oval, but narroweſt towards the 
baſe, having foot-ſtalks, entire at the edges, 
placed in no regular order, ſomewhat blunt, 
the lowermoſt leaves almoſt round. 

STIPULZ of the large umbel three in number, oval and 
pointed, placed on very ſhort foot-ſtalks : of the 
ſmall umbel alternately oppoſite, ſeſſile, of an 


qua tendit germen quaſi excavatæ. heart-ſhaped-oval form, unequal, and entire, 
at bottom on that fide to which the Germen 
tends as if cut away. 

CALYX bellying out and continuing, fig. 1. 

COROLLA wanting. 

NECTARIES four, each having ww» /ittle horns, fig.2: 

STAMINA ſeldom more than two or three, which are 
viſible, and placed without the Calyx : Ax THE“ 
RE two on each filament joined together, of a 
roundiſh figure, fig. 3. | 

PISTILLUM : GERMEN placed on a foot-ſtalk, hang- 
ing down, triangular, the angles D 
grooved, fig. 4, 6: STIGMATA three, bifid at 
top, fig. 5. | 

SEED-VESSEL: a CarsvLE of three cavities, and 
three valves, the valves protuberant, ſmooth, 
and ſplitting with a kind of clafticity even while 
they are of a green colour, fig. 6. 

SEED one in each cavity, oval, grey, with numerous de- 

preſſions on its ſurface, and a little white button 

at one end, fig. 7. 

All the parts of fructification are magnified. 


CALYXS ventricoſus, perſiſtens. fo. 1. 

COROLLA nulla. | 

NECTARIA quatuor b:corniculata, fig. 2. 

STAMINA plerumque duo, aut tria, viſibilia, exferta: 


ANTHERE didymæ, ſubrotundæ, fig. 3. 


PISTILLECM: Grauxx pedunculatum, nutans, tri- 
angutare, angulis longitudinaliter ſulcatis, fig. 
4, 6: STIGMATA tria, apice bifida, fg. 5. 


Y 
d4 
; 
PERICARPIUM : Carsrr.a tricocca, trilocularis, tri- } 
valvis, valvalis lxvibus, et dum adhuc virides y 
diſſilientibus, fig. 6. : 
SEMEN unicum in ſingulo loculamento, ovatum, ca- 5 
num, a/ve/atum, appendiculatum, /g. 7. 
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B. Omnes partes fruQiticationis lente augentur. ? N. B. 
MANY of the Spurges conſiderably refemble one another, and two of them that have this affinity, grow fre- 
quently together in Gardens, viz. the preſent Spurge, Euphorbia Peplus, and the Sun Spurge, Euphorbia Heligſcopia; 
they may be diſtinguiſhed however by the ſlighteſt attention. In the Helioſcopia the leaves are notched or ſerrated at 
the edges, in the Peplus they are entire, in the Helio/copia the Petals or rather NeCtaria are round and entire, in the 
Peplus cach is furnithed with wo little horns, fig. 2; there are other marks of diſtinction but theſe are the molt ſtriking. 

This ſpecies grows in Gardens and other cultivated ground, and flowers in Autumn. | 

The milky fluid which it abounds with, is by ſome applied to Warts, which it is ſaid to deſtroy. 

Moſt if not all the plants of this Genus contain in them this milky and gummy ſubſtance, which to the taſte is ex- 
ceedingly acrid; and this lactifluous property, joined to the peculiarity of its parts of fructification, point out almoſt 
at firſt ſight this natural family of plants. But the botanic Student who would inveſtigate this ſpecies according 
to the principles of the Linnzan Syſtem, not having theſe characteriſtics to aſſiſt him, finds a conſiderable difficulty 
in learning even the Ca to which it belongs, nor is it poſſible for him to aſcertain the Claſs by an examination of 
this or ſcarce any other Engliſh Spurge: the Stamina in the firſt place are very minute, it is ſeldom that more than 
{ws or three protrude beyond the Calyx, all the reſt lye concealed within it, they ſeldom amount to 7zwve/ve in number, 
and even if they did amount to that exact number, their mimuteneſs and the milky juice which flows from the diffec- 
tion, render the enumeration of them ſcarce practicable. The Student may however in a great degree ſurmount this 
difficulty, by an examination of ſome plant of this genus, which is larger in every reſpect, and the Euphorbia Lathyris 
improperly called the Caper Tree, ( which is cultivated in many Gardens) will afford him a very good example, and 
tend to give him a clear idea of the flower and fruit of this ſingular genus of plants. 8 

would not be thought on account of this difficulty to inveigh againſt LIx xæus's Syſtem, being ſenſible that 
difficulties occur, and malt occur in all botanic arrangements, and inſtead of ſelecting faults inſeparable from every 
mode of claſſification, (which ſeems to have been a favourite amuſement of ſome Authors, and forms indeed the 
greateſt part of their writings) I would uſe every endeavour to make it more perfect. 8 | 
| It is too much the fathion now, as well as formerly, for every Botaniſt as ſoon as he thinks he has ſome pretenſions to 
eminence, to ſet about the arduous taſk of framing a new Syſtem ;- he may by this means give the public ſome idea 
of his ſelf-conſequence, and be inrolled in the Catalogue of Syſtem-makers, but not one jot will he advance the 
Icience of Botany. It is to be regretted that Botaniſts will not be contented with a Syſtem, a proof of whoſe ſupe- 
riority is the almoſt general reception it has met with throughout Europe, and unite in their endeavours to render 

that Syſtem more compleat, by giving us an accurate account of the hiſtory of thoſe plants not already given, their 
virtues and ulcs; this appears to me to be the true method of advancing this delightful Science, and making it uſe- 
full to Mankind. ON | | 
When one Syſtem of Botany is generally followed as is nearly the caſe at preſent, Botaniſts in different kingdoms 
perfectly underſtand each others language, but when each adopts a ſeperate one, (which is frequently dictated by 
Pride or Caprice) all becomes Babel; and every one who withes to acquire a knowledge of the plants treated of, 
muſt at conſiderable expence both of time and labour, acquire firſt the Authors new-created Syſtem-language, a tax 
which it is hoped every true Botaniſt will unite to oppole, _ 1 1 Kh 


